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1725 - 1802
Wife of John George Herrold, Sr.
"Mothier of all Snyder County Herrolds"




PREFACE

Several years ago, I attempted to write the first ever
biography for Anna Maria Benesch Herrold, the "Mother of all
Snyder County Herrolds", based on the best historical information
at hand.

Since then, some additional facts have been uncovered in the
records of the Christ Lutheran Church in Stouchburg, PA, the
Womelsdorf Historical Society and the passenger list records of
the ship Adventure, which "qualified" in Philadelphia on
September 13, 1732, eleven years before the Herrolds arrived in
Philadelphia. In addition, we were finally able to ascertain her
birth date, which had been a matter of speculation,

When some facts are not available, logic must prevail, such
as how the Benesch family migrated from Bohemia (now the
Czech Republic) to Western Germany. Historical events Ioglcally
dictate the circumstances for such migration.

Accordingly, while the biography is concise and to the point,
it is the first ever detailed effort to attribute our genealogy to the
Benesch family.

After all, we are not only Herrolds, we are also a part of the
Benesch clan.

June 3, 2003 William J. Brennen, Jr.
' ' President '
Herrold Reunion Association



ANNA MARIA ELIZABETH BENESCH
1725 - 1802
Wife of John George Herrold, Sr.
"Mother of all Snyder County Herrolds"

Anna Maria Elizabeth Benesch was born in 1725 in Muhlbach, Miesan, Gerpany,
the daughter of Nicholas and Susanna Benesch. (A)

The Benesch family orginated in Bohemia, a section of the present-day Czech
Republic. They probably lived in the area located about 40 miles west of Prague, in the
general vicinity of Rakovnik, about 40 miles from the German border.

Since the Benesch family was Lutheran, it is assumed they roust have migrated to
Western Germany over the Prague-to-Pars trade route before, during or after the Thirty
Years War between Protestants and Catholics (1618-1648). Because of Martin Luther's
activities, Western Germany was a hot-bed of Lutheranism, which offered protection
after Bohemian Protestants were defeated in 1620. (B)

Anna Maria's father, Nicholas Benesch, died in Germany about 1726 when she
was one year old. Anna Maria's mother, Susanna, remarried John Artz with whom she
and Anna Maria came to America on the ship "Adventure” from Rotterdam. The family
included three Benesch children and their half-brother, Johannes Artz. They "qualified”
in Phuladelphia on September 13, 1732, (C)

Following is the ship's listing with the actual spelling:

Credeless Bennesch, age 18; Margaret Elizabeth Benesch, (bom 1714);
Merreless Benesch, age 7, Anna Mara Benesch, (bom 1725); and,
Simon Bennites, age 13 (bom 1719).

They settled in the Stouchburg area of Lancaster County (now Berks County),
Pennsylvania. They attended Christ Lutheran Chureh which was built in 1743 on land
donated by the Fisher family, ancestors of Dr. Charles Adam Fisher.

The George Christopher Hetrold family attended the same church. Anna Maria
and John George Herrold became acquainted in 1744, an association which developed
into a courtship and ultimate marriage.

On April 1, 1744, one of the confirmands listed in the Christ Lutheran Church
records 15 identified as Maria Elizabeth Binetch, daughter of Nicholas Binetsch. Please
note they used her deceased father's name. (D)

George Christopher Herrold died on Qctober 26, 1749 and is buried in the old
Christ Lutheran Church cemetery adjacent to the site of the original log church. One of
the sigmers of his will and inventory, was Simon Benesch, brother of Anna Maria
Benesch. (E) Anna Maria Scheelkopf Herrold,, George Christopher's wife, died in 1760
and is also buried there.

Anna Maria and John George Herrold were married in 1750 or 1751. Their first
child, Anna Maria, was born in 1752. The Christ Lutheran Church records her
confirmation in 1766 as "An. Maria Herrold, age 13-1/2. (F)

Anna Maria Benesch Herrold and John George Herrold lived in Chapman
Township, in present Snyder County, for over 30 years. With their pioneer and
entrepreneurial spirit, they built a two-story log house, a grist mill on Herrold's Creek, a
saw mill, hemp mill, fishery, ferry, distillery and, in 1784, a tavern.
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Anna Maria preceded her husband in death in 1802. John George died in 1803.
They are buried in the Old Pioneer Cemetery, sometimes called, "Old Herrold's
Graveyard", just off old Routes 11 & 15, south of Port Trevorton. .

The monument honoring John George Herrold, Sr. was dedicated on July 3, 1937,

The monument honoring Anna Maria Benesch Herrold, "the Mother of all Snyder
County Herrolds", was placed on September 29, 2002 by the Herrold Reumion
Association,

Other children born to this union were:

Simon, 1754; John George, Jr., 1756; Susannah, 1759; Catherine, 1761;
Elizabeth, 1765; and, Jobm Frederick, 1765.

The baptism of John Frederick Herrold is listed in the Christ Lutheran Church as
follows: "John Frederick, son of Georg and An. Maria Herrold, born 18 Sept. 1765,
Baptised, 6 Oct. 1765, Sponsors: Friederich Weiser and wife" (actual spelling). No
confirmation or baptism records for the other children have been found.

In 1771, the Herrold family moved to present-day Chapman in Snyder County,
Anna Maria's mother, Susannah Benesch Artz, died in 1772 and is buried in the Christ
Lutheran Church in Stouchburg.

An appropriate dedication ceremony was held on July 27, 2003, prior to the 91%
Annual Herrold Reumion with the following program:

DEDICATION

Momment in Honer of
Anna Maria Benesch Herrold
"Mother of All Snyder County Herrolds"

OLD PIONEER CEMETERY
(Also called "Herrold's Graveyard)
0ld Routes 11 & 15
Faort Trevorton, FA
Sunday, July 27, 2003
Time: 1:00 PM

Program

Presiding.......... s William J. Brennen, Jr.
Pres., Herrold Reumon Association

Invocation..........cccevueee Rev. Ryan Gephart
Pastor, Hope United Methodist Church

Recognition.................. John Mease & Family
: Caretaker, Old Pioneer Cemetery

Address.....oeiienniennnnnn. Margaret Keller
Repent, Conrad Weiscr Chapter D.AR.

Dedication Address......... +Kenmneth F. Mease

Vice Pres., Herrold Reunion Association
Benediction.................. Rev. Ryan Gephart
. Adjournment................ To: 91% Herrold Reunion
‘ Port Trevorion Fire Co.
Time; 2:00 PM



DEDICATION CEREMONY
Sunday, July 27, 2003

Bill Brennen, President of the Herrold Reunion Association, convened the
Dedication Ceremony of the Anna Maria Benesch Herrold monument

vocation

Pastor Ryan Gephart, pastor of the Hope United Methodist Church of Port
Trevorton, gave the invecation. ,

ening remarks

Rev. Gephart, fellow Herrold descendents and friends.

We are here today to honor and remember Anna Maria Elizabeth Benesch Herrold
with the dedication of this beautiful monument.

This brief but poignant ceremony corrects a long-standing oversight of countless
years by finally giving due recognition to the "Mother of all Snyder County Herrolds". -

The complete renovation of this Old Pioneer Cemetery, sometimes called
"Herrold's Graveyard", was possible by the financial support of the Herrold Reunion
Association. The placement of the Anna Maria Elizabeth Benesch Herrold monument,
next to her husband, John George, is the culmination of that effort,

Recognition of the John Mease Family

Bill Brennen presented the following remarks, recognizing the John Mease
Family, caretakers of the Qld Pioneer Cemetery, sometimes called the "Herrold
Graveyard": '

In recent years, John Mease and Family, Herrold descendents, have undertaken a
family responsibility to maintain this unique and one-of-a-kind cemetery.

After the unveiling exercises in 1937, for the John George Herrold shaft, the
cemetery was maintained by Biake Reichenbach for a number of years and then by local
Boy Scout Troop 401.

In 1986 and 1987, Ryan Bamer undertook a project to clear the overgrowth and
renovate the cemetery for his Eagle Scout badge. He built a rail fence, laid railroad tie
steps and a walkway with landscaping. He then comstructed an informative billboard
which is still very evident today. As a matter of fact, the recent renovations of the
cemetery exactly follow the layout installed by Ryan.

. After Ryan left the area, his parents, Rudy and Judy Bamer continued to care for
the cemetery until, a few years ago, the Mease family took over.

We honor all those for their past devotion and, today, honor the John Mease
family for their present and on-going attention to this cemetery of our ancestors and
patriots.



Address by Margaret Keller, Regent
Conrad Weiser Chapter, D.A.R.

As Regent of the Conrad Weiser Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution in Selinsgrove
I bring you greetings from our chapter. We, Daughters, are delighted to share with you this special
occasion that you have chosen to dedicate this monument in honor of the mother of all Snyder County
Herrolds, Anna Maria Benesch Herrold.

Herrold women have played a large part in the our society. Among our past and present mernbers
from the Herrold line are Marie Gaugler, Hanni Gleason, Sara Tyson, Edna Klingler, Arlene Parsells,
Rose Parsells, Orpha Rishel, Marion Salerno, Dora Schlagel, Marion Tandyrak, Harriet Metrolis, Anna
Wolfe, Beulah, Grace, and Wilma Herrold and Doris Sears.

In addition, I have a personal reason 1o be pleased to share this time of celebration with you since my
husband, George, is also a Herrold. He is a Herrold from two lines. Looking at the Herrold genealogy
shows us that George’s great great grandmother on Grandpa Keller’s lineage was Sarah A. Herrold, who
was borm March 9, 1840. Sarah was married to George Calvin Arnold; while George’s great great
grandmother on his Grandma Keller's lineage was Louisa Herrold born March 18, 1832. Louisa was
married to William Carvell. Sarah and Louisa shared a common grandfather, John Frederick Herrold
who was the son of John George Herrold and Anna Maria Benesch Herrold.

We want to thank all of you who spent many hours researching the Herrold family and the
faithfulness you have shown as we celebrate the 91® Herrold Reunion.

Left to right: Margaret Keller, Bill Brennen, John Mease, Ken Mease



ANNA MARIA ELIZABETH BENESCH HERROLD DEDICATION
Remarks by Ken Mease
Sunday, July 27, 2003

It is impossible for any of us, in our time, to relate to the difficulties of a trip
across the Atlantic Ocean in the early 1700's, especially for a young girl of 7 years of age,
as was Anna Maria Elizabeth Benesch.

In 1771, a family move from the Lancaster area to resettle in this Iocation had to
have been another major difficulty.

Our ancestors, who lie here and whom we are honoxing today, lived in a world
which we cannot even imagine. When they armrived here, this was a wilderness.

There were no houses or sheds or bamms. There were no paved roads. In fact,
there were no roads. They had to clear the forests, split the logs for lumber; break, shape
and haul the stones for the materials to build their homes and adjacent buildings. They
had to build their own boats to navigate the river, which was the major means of
transportation. And they had to keep peace with the native Americans who were living
here. '

Without refrigeration, they constructed ground cellars to keep and preserve some
of their home grown foods and home made supplies which they had to provide for
themselves. In the winter, they harvested huge chunks of ice from the frozen
Susquehanna, which they kept in "ice sheds" for use during the summer.

I believe the great majority of people today who discuss those who preceded us,
even in their wildest imagination, fail to realize what it was really like at that time.

The laborious duties and responsibilities of women in those days, had to be
constant, never-ending hardships. Yet, women were very rarely credited with the
unselfish support they gave their husbands, children and other family members.

John George Herrold's entrepreneurial accomplishments must have been quite a
chore for his wife, Anna Maria, but I'm sure her pioneer spirit held the family together,
especially when, in 1779, their son, John George, Jr., was killed and scalped by Indians at
Fort Freeland. He, too, rests here with his parents.

Today, we honor her support and dedication to her family and her incomparable
part in helping to build a good life in this unsettled land.

This long overdue monument honors the life of Anna Maria Benesch Herrold..

EXHIBITS

A. Herrold Ancestry Book...... Page 8 ]
B. Herrold Newsletter, 2002......Bill Brennen
C. Early Tulpehocken Settlers...Dr. Charles A. Fisher
DFE &G, Recording Pastoral
Acts at Christ Lutheran, Stouchburg, PA,
. PartI and II. Edited by Frederick S, Weiser, 1985.
E. Exhibits L & M..................Herrold Ancestry Book
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Heritage

Pioneer cemetery dates

Revolutionary War
heroes’ legends
a history lesson

By Josnna Marquardt
For THe Daily Tem

Leis Stitch came o Pon Trevorton (rom
Missouri, what they found was well
beyond their expecialions. .

O 2 small plot of ground just behind Keller's
Mariae on a long, winding ¢euntry. read, five
headsrones afe placed near cach other, surround-
d by a split-rail fenee and ivy bushes. At the bot=
rom of a smalt Qight of wooden Heps, a poster
dizplayed under u small roof it about the plight
af the continemal soldier in the Revolutionary
War.

Within the confines of the split-rail feace lie
the remains of Lois™ grcat—gr:at-ycal-grapdfa—
Lher, Caplain Casper Resd, along with four ath=
ers who [ought beside Wim during the
Revolutionary War.

=Wa were 5o tickled 1o see it.” Mort Sticch
said.

According to a history of Snyder County pie-
neers wrilten by Dr. Charles A, Fisher in 1928,
Rced owned a home along the Susquehanna
River in Fon Trevorton and alsa had a tavern
there.

He was enee a commigtioner of
MNorthumberiand County and was very wealthy.
gwning 200 acre= of land.

Csper Reed's gravemarker is very sinple and
has withstood nearly 200 years of weather ere-
zimn. The inseription, which is still very clear.

- reads "CASPER REED. CAFTAIN 3 BN, PA.
MIL.. REV, WAR, August 18027 A quick lrans-
lation of abbrevislions tells 2 srory not efica scen
in mott cemeterics. Casper Reed was a c3pLan in
the third Battalion of the Pennsylvania Militia for
Marthumberland Counry.

Bl it's nen just Lhe gravs of Cagpar Reed that
\he Stitches were so taken with — it wi the
beauly of the area and the individuat histories of
the prople whe are buricd there.

“Thal cemelery is unigue,” et Stilch said.

The grave markers of tha sther four men
buried ncar Reed tcll 2 similar ztory — they were
all men who fought for the independenes and
creanion of ihe United Srates,

John Nichalas Sireser. ¥ privatein the Sixth
Eattalion of the Berks County Militia, was buried
in 1814 His remainc lie dircctly te the left of
Reed's. Philip Burkat ir next, & private in

.“Harris's" Pennsylvania Regiment Wwho was
puried in the 18305,

The next headsrone i for John George
Herrold, Jr. who was s privare for the 3ame bat-
talign as Casper Recd, However, he was not as
lucky a5 the athers, He was killed during his ser-
viee in the Revelutionary War in April of 1779,
while guarding the MeXaight farm at Fort

Freeland- I i

Direetly in front of the other four headstones is
1 very larges headstone hewering John George
Hervold, 5r.. the =first Herrold in the |
Susguehanna Valley ™ The markee was dedicated
Iuly 3, 1937 by \he Memerial Commitice of the
Herreld Reunicn Assotiaton. .

Herrold died in 1603, The cemetery i named
for hiot because much of the fand tprrdunding it
wat anee his land. Bul that's not the only reazon.

William J. Brennan, Ir., Nerthumberiand, & a

P ORT TREVORTON — When Mart and
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The Meaase family of Port Trevorton helps maintain the grounds of Herrold's Cemetery. Picl

Andrew, John, Rachel, Ben, I:_Janiel. Holly and Rebekah.

deseendent of John Ciearge Herreld and iz cur-
rently president of the Herold Reunion
Asseeistion. Brephan said Herrold was “quite an
entrepreneur.”

»He had 2 ravern, a grist mill, a hemp mill, a
lishery, a [emy and 2 disiillery.” Brownan said.

He lelt a legacy that can be seen sill teday, since

wany of the Valley's residents are related to the
Hemald's in sme way.

“1f you're net related, someone in your Tami=
ly's probably related,” Brennan i .

The storiet d¢f the Revalutionary War heross
buried in Herrold™s Cemelery are Intriguing, but
none mareh the kegend of the man thought to be
buried in the very rear of the small cemstery-

The grave is covered by a large stone thal no
Yongcr zays anything betavss the marker and the
bubble thai used \w profecl it have both been
broken. ' '

His mue was Long Jakin, an American [pdian,
who was said to bave scrved in the Revolutionary
Woar, pauing is un Amcrienn soldier, According

Brennan said Anna Maria Benezch, ihe wifs of
John George Herrold, S iz said 10 also be buried
in the cemetery beside Herrald.

~Supposedly there's a number of other poopls
buried in that ares.™ Brennan said. “However.
there™s ne way of knowing ™

Rudy and Judy Bamer ook eare of (he ceme- -

tery until approximately bwo years apo. Rudy is
in the process of repaiving Long John's head-
stane, The Bamers took aver the care of the
cemetery atter their son rehabiliared it ws part of
an Eagle Scout preject,

Mow, John and Hally Meaze of Port Trevorion
ateng with their five children, Benjamin, 14,
Duniel, 12, Rebekah, 8. Rachel, 7. and Andréw,
5, maw Lhe pross and do penera) wp-keep for the
cemelery.

=11 needs (o be done,” John Mease said. “IUs
an impartanl part of sur hiztory and we fesl it
needs (o be preserved.” .

Tao Mort and Lois Stitch. the Meases" work
means a prent deal. They searched all of

Lo legend, Long Jehn got hiz name b of hiz
height. which was 7-leel, 10-inehea, He rafrivil-
ed John Georpe Herreld, Sr.

“Wilh the added siory of the Indian whe
fought for the Americans, (the history of) the
ecmelery i fazeinaling.” Mort Srilch said.

1 yhvania o find Leis' heditage and Mort
Siitch waid of all Lhe places they visiled, Hetrald's
Cemetery was cne of the moat imeresting parts of
their jnurncy.

=Perhaps our gresiest theill was visiting the
grave site of Captain Casper Reed.™
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